

















NDPA NEWS

Harvey Hirning, Pres.

It seems like there was no summer this
year. By the time we finished fighting the
floods, and repairing the damage and try-
ing to prevent future damage, it was al-
ready fall. Now as we head into the winter
months it is easy to forget about all of those
interesting aviation things we had planned
to do this summer.

By the time you get to read this, two ma-
jor activities of the Pilots Association are
winding down. The joint effort with the

Safety Foundation seminars “NEVER
AGAIN" are completed and we hope they
met your needs. The second activity is
more ongoing. The “Wanna Be” program
has been held at several airports (see Dan
Vigesaa’s report) and hopefully more can
be scheduled early next year.

The major future event is the annual
meeting to be held in Bismarck on March
1-4, 1998. Don't forget to put these impor-
tant dates onto your calendar and plan to

portant speakers to talk about the things

that affect our flying as well as a chance to
reminisce about the good ole days. Sched-

(Guest Opinion, from page 4)

Standing above the raucous politicking, -
fear-mongering, and breast-beating of this |
horde of aviation safety lobbyists, there -
once stood an unbiased, unemotional, and
nonpolitical federal agency called the NTSB -
that over many decades meticulously
earned a reputation of technical excellence -
and objectivity. Is it now shifting its weight
and changing the balance of aviation regu- -
lation? Has the NTSB really become a lob-
byist, like all the rest, advancing its own -
agenda behind the self-righteous facade of
- Congress and the DOT to put aside their

Or did the NTSB merely fill the vacuum °
resulting from leaderless FAA whose best -
employees in recent years were muzzled
and demoralized by an inept DOT Secre- -
tary? If so, it’s time to remind the NTSB (and
everyone in Washington) that aviation regu- -
lation requires a balanced structure where
no one entity throws it’s weight around. -
Each part of our regulatory system has its
proper role to play, but only within a frame- -
work of checks and balances, and each ele-

safety at any price?

* uled speakers include Victor Belenko,
. Vadim Kulikov (both former Soviet Union
" Pilots), a speaker from the Navy’s "Top
- Gun” School, Leon Osborne from the UND
- regional weather center and Hans Ahlness
- from Weather Modification (talking about
. flying thunderstorms) as well as your fel-
- low ND pilots to share their flying experi-
. ences. If you have a hot topic or speaker,
" there is still a chance to get them on the
. program.

Aeronautics Commission and AOPA Air °

As we wind down another year of fly-

: ing, itis time to think about officers for the
. next year. If you would be interested in
- being an officer of the ND Pilots Associa-
. tion, it helps if you let one of the present
* officers know so that they can put together °
. alist of potential officers prior to the meet-
* ing or if you want to wait until the last
. minute, just get yourself nominated at the
" annual meeting. The only requirement is
- that you have been a member for at least
- one year prior to holding an office.

attend. We think we have some very im- -

ment should recast itself to strengthen and
restore its respective authority and cred-
ibility.

First, we need a responsible and re-
spected FAA, willing to lead the public de-
bate on the pros and cons of various safety
proposals, with the courage to defend de-
cisions that reflect the economic and op-
erational realities of aviation businesses.
Second, we need an NTSB that’s less reac-
tionary, less political, and more interested
in facts than fame. And third, we need the

own internal turf battles long enough to
create an independent FAA, with a dedi-
cated aviation trust fund, that can work
with all its public and private partners to
foster and promote a regulatory environ-
ment that will improve aviation safety and
produce a healthy civil aviation industry
at the same time. In the meantime, our
industry’s future and the viability of the
world’s finest transportation system hangs
in the balance.

* we can do to make flying more fun (unfor-
. tunately the cost is not one of the things
* we control) share it with all of us anytime
. two or more pilots get together and bring
| it to the annual meeting. One of the things
- that I have found is more common than we
. might think is a weekly or more frequent
- gathering of pilots at some famous eating
. establishment. All it takes is a few people
* who enjoy being together agreeing to meet
. for lunch. Total time commitment is as little
. as one hour per week and during that time
+ you get to eat and share flying stories. An-
. other activity is for a group of pilots to take
- off a few days and fly someplace to follow
. some famous explorer’s tracks.

A few pilots have found that they can get

- more flying and fun by volunteering to
" haul blood for United Blood Services. Oth-
- ers serve by taking Christmas gifts to chil-
. dren in local hospitals. These are tremen-
" dously rewarding experiences and I am
. sure there are others. What is on your list?
Every organization is always on the '
. lookout for things that will help increase
* membership and the joy of being in the or-
. ganization. If you have any ideas of things -

As we head into the winter months, keep

- the shiny side up and have lots of happy
. flying hours.
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(Chairman continued from page 1)

moted to a very prominent position. He very -

much deserved this promotion and he was

to travel a lot and he hated airplanes.

50 he could overcome his fear of flying. He flew

he still didn't like it.

severe weather, strong cross winds, ATC on a

bad day, and even cranky passengers. He be- .

gan to get it. Several years and several hun- * \;nderstand that mystery.

General aviation can’t afford this ap- - ganizations of the Aviation Council, we will

- watch those organizations become breeding
- self. We cultivate our clients by taking the °
mystery out of flying. The more our custom- .
- ers understand the uniqueness of our world, °
Aviation depends on people that love fly- - the more they appreciate what it can do for .
ing. Happy bean counters and slick salesmen -
will not persuade a reluctant CEO to use a .
small airplane. He may listen to the speal, but -

dred hours later he loved it.

My friend has moved away from this area.1 -
have not seen him for years. When I knew him
last, he used every trip as an excuse to fly and .
became an enthusiastic supporter of general -

aviation.
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in the end he will sell the company airplane

. and ride airlines or drive automobiles.
very happy to get it. The new job had only one -

serious draw-back. The position required him ~ will not persuade a stubborn community to

! F _* support or even keep the local airport. If all °
My friend began to take flying lessons just " they see is a rich man converting jet fuel to

; : s : * noise, the airport will go. The communi
for years as a private pilot with an instrument - & ty

rating. His fear was diminished somewhat but

that offers unflagging support to its airport

proach. Flight is a sufficient mystery by it-

them.
If we ever do bring general aviation back

. from its near death experience, it will be
- because we brought the public back to the
All the hype and hot air you can muster * airport and taught them to fly. If we ever do
- sell new airplanes again, it will be because
. new pilots are excited about aviation. All of
- us old bucks are scandalized because a used
_ Cessna 172 costs $45,000. Thirty years ago,
- a used four-place, fixed-gear airplane cost
- is the one that sees its airport as a commu- *
He began to fly co-pilot with me in the com- - nity focal point.
pany airplane. Mostly he watched. He began
to see how all the factors that make up any .
flight are managed. He watched me cope with -

- as much as a brand new luxury car. A brand

- new airplane cost about three times as much.
General aviation cultivates its clients ina °

unique way. Bankers, lawyers, doctors, ac- .
countants, insurance agents, stock brokers; -
~ all cultivate a sense of mystery. We depend .

on them because they are on the inside and * joy of flying. Excitement breeds excitement.

- If we bring excitement into the member or-

Duh!

If we ever bring excitement back to avia-
tion, it will be because all of us old bucks
finally get over our grief and rediscover the

grounds for excitement.

Aviation has a great future. We can all be
a part of that future if we work together.
Aviation depends on aviators. If we want to

" make aviation a strong industry we need to
- get together and make it happen.
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